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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The following ſheets appear in vindication of 
truth, and of perſonal character. The Author 


- - hopes, that his late unhappy connections will 


furniſh an apology for this publication, to every 
. candid reader. In relating facts, he has wrote 


* nothing, but what can be atteſted by unexcep- 
ttionable witneſſes; and in delineating principles, 
be has examined the ſtandard-writings of the 


Seceders, here alone their genuine ſentiments 
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been ſo long connected 
a ſhort account of the reaſons which have determi- 
have acceſs to judge in this matter with impartiality. 
1, I am diflatisfied with the foot upon which that 
ſtands. The Chriſtian church ſtands on the foungation > 
the apoſtles and prophets, &c.” or on that divine plan diſ- 


ty,” 


played in the New eſtament, the time of which. is called © the 
4 Another foumda- 


„time of reformation,” Heb, ix, 10. 
*« tion can no man lay, than at which is laid” in the writing 
of theſe holy men o God. t the Seceders never direct 
E to have built on that foundation; but avow, that they 


ye ſat down on the ſecond 


principles of the proteſters “, who proteſted againſt the admiſ- i 
ion of non-covenanters into of civil and military truſl. 
This plan is of mere human device, conceived and executed by 


fallible men; and fois not upon the foot of the Chriſtian church, 
which knows no plan of reformation but God's, and knows 
no foundation but that which. he has laid in jon.” How 
ſhocking, then, is it to ſend us to the acts of parliaments, and 


human hiſtories, to find our principles, while PChrittians have 


no principles but thoſe *« of the oracles of God! We 81 not 
iament 
and fallible fathers, but becauſe * it is in truth 
„ God.“ A church ſtanding upon an human foot muſt be an 
human church. Beſides, the Chriſtian church is a corporation 
erected upon Chriſt's royal patent, or new covenant, & Which 
* is from above, and is the mother ok us all.” This cove- 
nant, ſealed in the blood of Chriſt, is the common tie or bond of 
that whole ſociety; whereby they become fellow-citizens, fei- 
le- Heirs, and of the 25 body, having one Lord, one faith, 
common laws, privileges, 33 hopes. But the Seceders ate 


erected on, and witneſs to human covenants, which God 


. never made, nor ever mentioned in that book, which 4s 
e able to make us wiſe unto ſalvation.” This is the common 
de of che ſociety. They are bound together by a N 


8 1 p. 23. 25, a paſſin. 


reckon it neceflary to give 1 
ned this alteration of conduct, that all concerned wy | 


period of reformation between | 
the years 1638 and 1650; and particularly they build on the 


ce word of 
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of adherence to theſe covenanth; or by ſwearing faith in chem; 
whereb by they become a people ſeparated from all people; 
and call themſelves Witheſſes, fiat for the mew covenant, but for 
& oh natibnal covenants.” Now, a ſoticty efcted upon a chirter 
or covenant formed and author iſed — kings, parliaments, e 
mitteęs of eſtates, &c., muſt be a human or earthl arthly ſociet 
ge e chufck kid tb ng oe! Jefus; ind no c ng 
but the covenant itt His Vidod ? altH6ABH it is very proptt that 

ur civil head mould five Mis futgects a legal ſecutity for the 
ft Exerciſe of thilr religibiis Iibetties;- If we ue the a- 
bove rinciples into tReir neeeffäry conſe quences, they lead us 
into Lb territories of the man 75 We Fakes they will bring us 


n even to kis Kelty, This will be ent from the following 
cries, 

Me: Accorting ; 6 cect, bags * ts be eſtabliſhed by civil 
au iy, and fo u oe. ihflyetice of civil rewards and 


bs ments e "4" E f are ferured in their 
efices, by 415 pting the Se m bf rai jon, they are 
e judge 8 © bes Heretical c ms und king 1 do 

be Pages, executioner tb defttöy all whoth the Arg 5 Jleafe 

0, c: ul 3 1 yea, all who 4 pref to worſhip God 15 

ing to their own conſcience, if jt be not according to theiderichl 

dictates. This Is Aatichriſt, or the Reveltion-beoft. That beaſt 

b John 3s plaſsly / i6thiby Elſe but clergy-authority, 

ſupported b the power, 0 the Ei ngs of the earth, who mult 

g io dig uniſhiient een n ce m t T6y4l fubjects, | 

® 8 ple i to call hem beretics. 'THis power May 
. obs beaſt, becaufe it depiives all under its influ- 

{0 be 152 ckerciſe Lo) their N the King * and clergy; by 


” 


. making the wölves; and the people , by 8Bli n ther to | 
-vp "$72 e ings and confciences tb 55 8 


op od alone. This is directly o Ponte s Chriſt, 
12 5 is not of this world, Ald p 8 be eſtadlined 
by human might or power, bur by! is Spirit alone. To eſta- 
bſich truth, muſt be to eſtabliſh it in the underſtandings ad 
conſciences of . which all the laws And ſwords iti the 5 
cannot effect, Swords Be conſciences are very diſtinct thi 
and] ir is not eaſy to fee how wealth, honouts, and eaſe im t 
world. or ſwords and gibbets, can donviner men of the — 
or; eſtabliſh it in their ones. Paul Ueſires us to pray for 
; kings, not that they may give their Power to the church, or 
commit fornication Bong not that they may eftabifh ber 
by a royal patent, or idterpoke their authority in matters of re- 
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ligion and conſcience; but © that we may live a praceable and: 
* life under them, in all godlineſa and honeſty,” There 
is no direction given in all the New Teſtament to kings and ci- 
vil / rulers onte to meddle with the underſtandings and con- 
ſciences, of men. Moral actions fall under the cogniſance ot 
human legiſlators; but who bade them dictate to me in matters 
of faith; or puniſh- me for conſcience and opinion's ſake ?: 
Chriſtians as ſuch know no authority but Chriſt's, and no mo- 
tives to influence them either to embrace or continue in his 
word; but ſuch as he has preſented in that ſhort emphatic 
_ verſe;—* He that believes, ſhall be ſaved; and he that believes 
« not, ſhall be damned.” To be influeneed, then, in religion, 
by the hope of earthly rewards, or the fear of temporal *pu- 
niſhments, is not to be influenced by the gofpel ; whoſe rewards 
and puniſhments he chiefly beyond the grave, and contain al} * 
that is amiable and all that is dreadful in eternity. No king 
but Jeſus has authority in or over the church, not: can his re- 
ligiow be ſupported by political ſanctions⸗ 
 2dly;, They have a falſe idea of the means of goſpebhrefor- 
mation. By reformation they mean a national uniformity of 
opinion in doctrine, — diſcipline, and government; to 
mote which we are to riſe in arms againſt all that will not 
{wear to that uniformity; and endeavour to extirpate Mem. | 
impriſonment, baniſhment, confiſcation of goods, and death. 
This re formation or national uniformity ig not once mention: 
eld in the New Teſtament, and indeed is abſolutely impracti, 
table. No earthly nation ever was or will be a nation of 
Chriſt's diſciples; and although a hole nation could put os 
the national uniformity, it avails them nothing, while the 
heart is not right with God. Goſpel - reformation js a belief 
of the truth and the ſanctiſication of the Spirit, in which ns 
nation ever will be uniform, but the heavenly: nation. This 
never ean be promoted by arms, oaths, priſons, gibbets, and 
other engines of perſecution, but by God's Spirit in the truth 


of the goſpel; Theſe were the only means of reformation . ; 
known to the apoſtles. They went forth and preached ever 


where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the 


word tame; not to them in word only, but in-power and in the 


word: and they conſidered the churches as refotmed when the 2 : oy | 
Holy Ghoſt. How dreadful then is it to. pray for the rerum 


of a reformation which God never promiſed, to be-promoted 45 | : 
* obs 


by means which he never appointed? 8 

_ "-qdly, They affert, that God has choſen the three nations, 
Scotland, England, and Ireland, in the room of the Jewiſh 
Act and Teſtimony, &&. p. 20. 21. 22. &c, Solemn League, art. 2. 4. 
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nation, and has ſeparated them from all people by a covenan 
of peculiarity analogous to the Sinai covenant, and ſupported 
by the ſame national rewards and puniſhments. This is a moſt 
gtoſs hereſy, everfive of the whole goſpel; which aſſures us, 
that God has choſen no carthly nation now for his inheritance : 
he has only choſen) a number out of all nations for his name - 
fake j which number is called the holy nation, the peculiar people, 
ec. The'covenant he has made with theſe, is not according to 
the covenant which he made with Iſrael when he brought them 
out from the land of Egypt, (Heb. viii. g.), but is a new cove- 
nant, founded on better promiſes. than the firſt ; and is not 
fenced by national rewards and puniſhments, but by, thoſe 
which are eternal. The firſt was: the law of a carnal- com- 
% mandmenty” but the ſecond has the power of an endleſs 
life.“ This is the covenant which ſeparates the people of 
God in all nations from all people. Can any thing, then, be 
more wild than to ſay that God made another covenant 1500 
2 after the new covenant was ratified in the blood of his 
n and has thereby incorporated three earthly nations into a 
Tociery diſtinct from all others? This new covenant, including 
all that ſhall be ſaved, God has revealed; but he no hefe ſays in 
all his book, that he would make a covenant with three kingdoms. 
Athly, Agreeable to the notion of an earthly - religious king 
dom, they affirm, that none can be legally king of the three 
nations, but one who has ſworn to promote the above unifor- 
mity hy the means already mentioned. This is evidently con- 
trary to the goſpel ;/ which never deſired any king to perſecute 
is ſubjects for conſcience ſake, nor ever made it a > ua | 
tion of a king to ſwear the ſolemn league. The goſpel ſays, 
*-Let every ſoul be ſubje& to the higher powers; but no 
where ſays, that their religion entitles them to our obedience, 
So long as our rulers permit us to live a peaceable and quiet life, 
&c. ſo long they have a title to our loyalty. Though the Se- 
ceders bear witneſs to an act of parliament (1649) confirm- 
ing our obedience to & a covenanted king,” I muſt bear witneſs 
againſt it, as ſubverſive of the acts of the King of Zion. A ſe- 
rious belief of the propriety of the above act, influenced by 
the aſſertions of the clergy, who call our revolutipn-kings 
< monſters with two heads,” muſt neceſſarily inſpire ſenti- 
ments of. diſaffection to our preſent Sovereign, which may 
ſooner or later diſplay themſelves in circumſtances more fa- 
vourable to their. intentions. This I ſpeak. from dire experi- 
ence. In my thoughtleſs years, my fpiritual guides artfully 
enflamed me with rage againſt our then King, becauſe he was 
* At and Teſtimony, &c. p. 22: 23. 57. 586. * 
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powers muſt allow us to enjoy our own religion, or they muſt 
Ac and Teſtimony, &c, p. 22, f 4b. p. 58. 


c Th of 1 
not a eovenanter; and all the Seceders I then knew were affh5 


ed with the ſame diſtemper. 


gthly, They afficm, alſo, that religion ought to be made | 


2 ſtep to ſtate-preferments, and that none but covenantery  / 


have a right to fight for their lives and liberties, or to fill 
up places of civil or military truſt, This is clear from their 
adherence to the act for purging the army, &c. paſſed in the 
year 1649. This oppoſes the gaſpel, which by no means 
diveſts men of their natural rights. The law of nature obliges 
every. man to uſe all lawful endeavours to fave his own life and 
the liberty of his country, whether he be Heathen or Chriſtian, 
How ridiculous then is it to bear witneſs to an a&-Yiveſti 

mankind of their natural and goſpel rights ! Paſſeſſed of this 
opinion, can we condemu the Engliſh law, which obliges every 


candidate for ſtate-preferments to take the ſacrament of the 


ſupper previous to his exaltation ? Both methods are equally 
contrary to nature and the goſpel, and condemning the one wg 
eannot juſtify the other. Beſides, the above opinion goes u 

on a falſe ſuppoſition, that a profeſſion af Chriſtianity 1 


us to the powers, revenues, and dignities of this world, in 
order that we may be in caſe to make 


e thunder of our powep 
break upon the heads of them, who think differently from 


us. Now, in what part of Chriſt's legacy theſe privileges ars 


left us, I profeſs I know not. When I read the New Teſta» 
ment, I find Chriſtians entitled to all the powers, and dignities, 
and durable rights of the next world; but I find nothing left 
us of this, but the creſt, perſecutions, and tribulations, tage» 
ther with food and raiment, ſo far as God ſees meet. - Chriſt 

never came to diſpoſe of civil offices: his diſciples muſt bs 
content to be poor in this world, and rich in faith, &c, 
6thly, They declaim againſt the toleration given at the reve- 
lution to every man to profeſs his religious opinions, and - to 
worſhip God according to confcience +. + This is the greateſt 
of all civil bleſſings, and the only ſtate-bulwark which religion 


needs. Accordingly Paul bids us only aſk that God may put 
it into the hearts of kings to give us a toleration to live a 
peaceable and quiet life under them in all gadlineſs and ho- 
* neſty.” To teſtify againſt this toleration, is to teſtify againſt 


Jeſus.—A teſtimony equally horrid and ridiculous. Horrid, be- 
cauſe if the government give not a: toleration of this kind, 
then men muſt be forced by civil pains to profeſs a religion 
which they do not believe, and te worſhip, God in a way they 
are perſuaded is ſinful. There is no medium; either the civil 


impoſe 


4s 


6 | 
farpoſe's religion upon vs whether we will or not; or, in other 
words, they muſt make us worſe than we were before; by obli 
Pag us to be hypocrites.—It is ridiculaus, fince the Seceders 
chemſelves live under the protecting wings, and enjoy the fwects 
of the toleration, as well as others. It is wicked; to ſuarl at 
the very hand which feeds them, and to deny others the fame 
liberty to differ from the church eſtabliſhed, which they take 
to themſel ves. Has God given them a right to Hiberty, and 
devoted all the reſt of mankind to religious flavery } But, ſay 
they, it opens a door to herefy. 80 far from it, that it allows 
us to reclaim heretics by all the means appointed in the New 
Teſtament, by perſuaſion, reaſoning, and exhortation. If 
_ Cheſe fail, after church · cenfures are applied, we are to leave 

'them to the judgment of God, and not to deliver them to 
the niagiſtrate, or hart them in their civil intereſts, Perſecu · 
tion never will purge a man of hereſy. Can confiſcations of 
oods, racks, gibbets, dungeons, or priſons, ever cleanſe 3 

ul, or convince a man of his error? They may ſend him 
the ſooner to damnation, but cannot enlighten the conſcience. 
 +thly," They teſtify againſt the union between the two king- 
doms of Scotland and England: as if it had been a fin for two 
aations,- joined by nature in one ifland, to join in a commer- 
eial league of friendſhip, and to drop the ſword of war, which 
Bad fo long ravaged both nations, and ſacyificed ſuch multi- 
tudes of their inhabitants to their mutual reſentment T. But 


KY what has this union to do with religion? Cannot the 


people in either nation be as religious as before? Yea, base 
they not a better oppottunity of religious improvement than 
ever, fince they have ſheathed the ſword in its ſcabbard, and 
live at peace with one another? If we judge Epiſcopacy in Eng- 
land an hereſy; we have better acceſs to im the heretics 
than ever, fince the union gives us liberty to enter England, 
and to uſe every goſpel-method to promote the knowledge of 
the truth; which liberty we could not have enjoyed amidſt the 
fury of war. And although Epiſcopacy as eſtabliſhed in Eng- 
land, truth is ſtronger than human eſtabliſnmments: let us 
_ preach truth, and down falls Diana, though ſupported by all 


che pillars of ſtate. But can any thing be more wild than to 


cenſure our rulers, becauſe they would not murder almoſt 
the whole Engliſh nation, merely for refuſing to ſubmit to the 
Preſbyterian government? Who gave the Scots à right to 
judge or chuſe a religion for themſelves, and denied it co the 
Engliſh ? Can civil authority force a conſcience, which is ſubject 
to God alone? So long as a man is a friend to the civil 9 
Ac and Teftimony, &c, p. 5437 ... * ; 
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Vermmeat, ſo long be has a right io its common protection; and 
no hing has a right to chuſe a religion for any but himſelf. 


Laſt of all, they conſider the bath of abjuration as unlaw- 
ful as if it were criminal to abjure the race of Stuart, and 
to ſwear allegiance to the powers that are. Arguing upon the 
antiquated: ideas of hereditary right, they ſuppoſe, that would 
the Stuarts renounce the Popiſh faith and commence covepant- 
ers, they ure heirs to our crown : not confidering,. that all 
power is originally in the people, and no man has avy title to 


the throne, but he who is choſen by their conſert. 


uch are the principles of the Scceders,—principles: purely 
political, relating to kings, parliaments, ſtateſmen, ſoldiers, 


arms, c. but have no connection with the kingdom of Chriſt, 


If it be ſaid, they do not act up to the ſpirit of theſe principles; 
the anſwer is obvious :—Some profeſs them, while they do not 
believe them; others are ignorant of them; and the many are 
reltrained by the Britiſh conſtitution, which oppoſes their in- 
I proceed now to conſider a few of their tenets, more pro- 
perly religious, which are yery near akin to the foregoing prin · 
ciples; being equally abſurd, erroncous, and dangerous, as will 
appear in the following inſtances. | 

I. They always preach ſubjection to the authority of fal- 
lible men in matters of faith and Chriſtian practice. They tell 
the people; that ſuch and ſuch doctrines and rules of govern- 
ment were compoſed: and enacted by ſuch and ſuch divines 


convened in certain aſſemblies, and therefore we ſhould be- 


beve them, and adhere to them all our days, becauſe they were 


_ Authoriſed by ſuch aſſemblies and councils . Bible - authority 


is rarely or never mentioned. This muſt ruin multitudes, as 
it leads to believe in men rather than in God; and expreſsly to 
diſobey Chriſt, who. ſays, Call no man maſter on earth.“ 
No, allowing theſe doctrines and rules to be of divine inſtitu · 
tion, yet if we believe them as ** the word of men, or ber. 
cauſe they were authoriſed by fallible aſſemblies; and conſider 
them as binding our conſciences, becauſe our fathers ſwore to 
them; then we are the diſciples of men, becauſe; we receive. 
truth upon their authority, and not ** becauſe it is in truth 
£ the word of, God,” or. becauſe © it comes from God only.“ 
This is the leading error of the Papiſts, who not only believe 
lies, but even divine truth alſo on the foot of human authority + 
and itis vain to ſay chat there i a difference between the autho- 
rity of Popes. and Proteſtants; for Popes have as good a title to 


do evil. onto aſſume authority in religion, as any Proteſtant what - 


* F Act and Teſtimony, c. pr do.. lb, N. „ 
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ſoever. Divine authority admits of no rival. God alone is Lord 
of the conſcience, and be will not give his glory to another, 
Aal, They always teach, that human traditiohs are a ground 
for the faith and practice of Chriftians, and fo, are equally 
binding with the ſcriptures. They teach; for inſtanee, chat all 
the acts of parliament and of che àſſembly between 1638 and 
1650 are ſtill binding. That there was a nadonal covenant made 
in the days of James VI. and a ſolemn league in the reign of 
Charles I. by which the conſcientes of Chriſtians are bound to 
this day. Now, we know, that theſe acts and covenants had a be- 
ing by human tradition only, and conſequently our faith in the 
very exiſtence of theſe things is merely human; as we cannot 
give a divine faith but to the divine teſtimony, or to che 
« record which God has given us of his Son.” As men we 
may read and believe theſe hiſtories, according to the degree of 
moral evidence atteſting the facts related: hut as Chriſtians we 
know them not; nor do we believe any hiſtory, doctrine, or 
rule but what God has given us in the ſacred records of his 
kingdom. It is abſurd, then, to preach, that we cannot be 
Chriſtians, unleſs we give the faith of a Chriſtian to a human 
- teſtimony. Ibis was the error of the Phariſees, who made 
« void the commands of God by their traditions, and worthip- 
« ped God in vain, teaching for doctrines the commandments 
« of men.” This is the error of the Papiſts ſtill. 
Zaly, They have doctrines caleulated for every meridian. 
When in Scotland they preach the obligation both of the na- 
tional covenant and of the ſolemn league; in England and Ire - 
land they only teach the obligation of the ſolemn league; and 
in any other nation they teach the obligation of neither of 
them. Now, there is furely juggling here. Chriſt ordered 
his ambaſſadors to preach all things which he commanded them 
in all nations: how, then, can-thoſe be doctrines of the go- 
pe, which are only fit to be taught in a very few countries? 


6 pe is calculated to be an univerſal religion: and ac- 
cordingly the : calls all men every where to repent,” and © her 
voice is ſtill to the ſons of men?Ubbdd 7 2h 

' 4thly, They affirm, that miniſters have a power to compoſe 
bonds or covenants of their own invention, and that people 
are obliged ro ſwear them by the authority of an act of a 
church-court *. This they both teach and practiſe. Now, this 
is to preach their on power, and not the authority of Jeſus. 
It is to fit in the temple of God, planning and publiſning new re- 
ligious laws and ordinances, which belongs to God alone; yea, 
_ exalting ourſelves. above God, ſince he will not add to the go- 
Act of che Aſſociate Preſbytery for tenewing our W 


7 


— . 


r . g== v  » © 


%'w. + © 9. ow Woe 


_— 
k 4 


 Lilappeared, n No ſuch doctrine 


— . . a. ant I nd. too 


are but ſo many appendages..to' the, kingdem of God. The 


caught; us all things: ; and conſequently every eternal rule in 


tran I 


ſptl· yſtem; but deglares, that if any man add 46 ie, he will add 
to him all the plagues written in prog 0 
thy. They err in their views of God's plan i in diſtributing 
rewards and puniſhments under the goſpel, If we adhere, 
ſay they, to.our national covenants, then God will bleſs us with 
all the temporal or national r promiſed to old Ifracl; 
but if we forfake them, he, upon us all the temporal 
arenen. in the law of Moſes, „to avenge the 
4 quarrel of his covenant *. In our late wars with France, 
c. this docttine was warmly inculcated, being bappily adapt · 
ed to increaſe the number of covenanters, hy pexſuading the 
people, that if they became friends to the Beceſſion · intereſt, 
they ſhould eſcape the awful judgments. jaſt about to break on 
theſe lands; or, if they fell with the carnal generation, they 
ſhould have their fouls for a prey. Since the termination of 
the war, however, this doctrine, this time · ſerving tenet, has 


is in ſcri True, indeed, God ſaid to Ifrael, if they ob- 
ſerved covenant made wich them, he would bleſs them 
with the cauthly Canaan and the fulneſs thereof; and if not, he 
would ſmite them with innumerable national plagues: but he 
never aid fo 8 nation even with regard to his o n 
covenant, much with regard to covenants which he never 
once {poke of. Matters are quite changed under the goſpel, 
when he has made a covenant with no earthly nation under 
heaven. The Popiſk nations, which have broke his covenant, 
and turned Antichriſtian, riot in che greateſt affluence of 
worldlyenjoyments; while thoſe who keep moſt; eloſe to the 
new covenant, ate generally +* poor in this world.“ God's 
covenant is founded on eternal ſanctions; and worldly bleffings 


2 — ol the Chriſtian are not in chis world. His 
hope © reaches to that which is wichin the veil,” and his fear 
ſhivers at the thought of C eternal deſtruction from the pre- 
<5; tence of the Lord.“ No doubt national vices, pride, 
ambition, venaliey, perjury, luxury, c. gwill naturally. draw 
on a train of national calamirien. But God infſicts theſe pu- 
niſnments, as moral governor of ths would, Aud not h = 
fig new covenant. | 
-6thly, They afficm, that there 12 oral or ceornal, duty, 
viz, national covenanting, which Chriſt neither prattiſed him- 
ſelf, nor enjoined upon others. "This is an accuſation; againſt 
the:Saviour. The ſcriptures aſſure us, that when he came, he 
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the Old Teſtament, is taught and confirmed in the New, by | 
the mouth of Jeſus, the King and Prophet greater than Mo< 
ſes. How inconfiſtent, then, is it to aſſert, that Chriſt; in 

forming the plan of the goſpel - church, totally omitted any or- 
dinance or rule neceſſary to be obſerved by his diſciples ? This 
is to charge the goſpel as an 1 inſtitution; and to ſay, 
that men may be wiſer than Jeſus. 9 85 N 21 
 - "thily, They teach, again, that our anceſtors in the laſt cen- 
tury had a divine right to chuſe a religion for all poſterity; 
Say they, our fathers ſwore to adhere to the doctrine, wor- 
ſhip, diſcipline, and government of the church of Scotland, 
and to extirpate Epiſcopacy and all ſectaries by civil pains; and 
therefore we are perjured, if we do not adhere to the ſame re- 
ligion, and promote the ends of it, uniformity and extirpation, 
becauſe our fathers ſwore to it. Thus, according to the Sece- 
ders, they choſe a religion for all poſterity *. They forget, 
it ſeems, that aur fathers firſt ſwore to adhere to Popery, and 
then to Epiſcopacy, and, laſt of all, to Preſbytery. Now, 
Query, Which of all theſe oaths binds poſterity ? A the ſe- 
cond and third oaths cannot diſannul the firſt, we are ſurely 
bound to be Papiſts, if our fathers religious oaths can bind us. 
— This is to force us to embrace religion by human authority; 
whereas the Bible ſays, Judge ye. If we are convinced upon 
inquiry that any religion is of God, we are bound to believe 
it upon his authority, without regard to any man, whether fa- 
chers or brethren : and if we are convinced that any religion 
is falſe, we are bound to renounee it, although. ten thou 
Fathers had ſworn to it. If the matter of our fathers oath was 
good, as no doubt the doctrine, worſhip, c. of the church 
_ of Chriſt is, then the matter, of God, binds us, but not 
the oath. --No authority can be added to Gods. 
- - $thly, It is their opinion, that the Weſtminſter confeflion 
of faich, &c. is a ſtandard of divine truth. Now, a ſtandard 
means a rule which is of undoubted authority, and is the 
* reſt of other things of the ſame kind.” Now, as there is no 
authority in religion but that of God, before we receive a book 
as from God, we muſt ſee it ſtamped with his authority. But 
I know no book which God ever recommended or authoriſed 
but the ſcriptures; nor in that book does he any where ſay, 
that men were to be aſſiſted by him in framing another ſtand- 
ard. A ſtandard is perfect in its kind; but when ſaw we a 
pertett human writing? If any ſuch be a ſtandard, we may 
throw away our Bible, as we liave ſtill a perfect rule left us in 
* - ®* Moriſon's Attempt, &c. p. 61, e. authoriſed by the Rev. Mr 
TY fewer 
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fewer words. The parliamentary laws are the only ſtandard 
of policy to the whole kingdom of Great Britain. Is King Je- 
ſius s ſtandard a leſs pe rule to all his ſubjects? How 72285 13 
ful is it to ſet up an idol in che room of God, and to teach 
people to pay the ſame reverence to mens works which they 
owe to their Bible only! By this they expreſzly contradict the 
Weſtminſter divines, Who maintain, that “ the holy ſcriptures. 
« are the only rule of faith and obedience.“ Whence it is 
plain, that theſe great men never intended their confeſſion to 
be a ſtandard. They only conſidered it as an help to know 
the ſcriptures; and io only uſed that liberty hich is common 
to all religious ſocieties,—a liberty to declare our religious opt 
nions. Theſe divines, then, were quite in the right j— | 
gave out a confeſſion of their faith, but they did not [hinder 
ochers to uſe the ſame liberty, nor did they, bind their confel- | 
ſion upon the conſcience of others. This was left to the par- 
liament and general aſſembly about the middle of the laſt 
century, to foree — — 
or to make a national uniformity of heads and thoughts. 
However deeply, then, we may blame thoſe courts. who at- 
tempted to be above God, let us no more accuſe the Weſtmin- 
ſter aſſembly. Creeds and confeſſions are lawful things, 
while they are kept in their proper place, i. c. while they are 
conſidered as declarations of the religious opinions of a ſociety, 
any article of which the ſociety may change, ſo ſoon as my 
are convinced it is contrary. to the word of God. 
:  9thly, They ſometimes affirm, that the commands. of God 
given to the Iſraclitiſh nation were partly moral, partly cere- 
monial, and partly political; but when it ſerves the low de 
of a 3m paces * n that chops. all regs and 
ſo ſtill; binding on all peo "Yea, one of them - lately 
preached, that fince 5 mariners. offered ſacrifices and 
made- vows, therefore all ages are bound to act in the ſame 
manner +, This is in expreſs oppoſition to ſcripture, | See 
Eph. ii. 16. Heb. x. 1. 8. and laſt verſe. 
- 1othly, Allied to the foregoing tener is their FSR con> 
cerning the Sinai covenant. ;''That covenant, ſay they, is ſtill 
binding on all Chriſtians, Now, circumciſion was the feal of 
tat covenant, and the gate to it, by which pay tar 
enter in. But the apoſtle tells us, that if we 
one rite of the Sinai covenant, we © have fallen "era == 
Gal. v. 2. 3. 4. Behold I' Paul fay unto you, that if ye be 
_ '* circumciſed, "Chriſt ſhall profit you . Tl How g- 
ene Short Dialogue, &c. p. . OT 
5 1 Morin n xc. p. . | : 
2 it _ neus, 


3 

5 vous, chen; is it to ſay thut "we mult be 

which, Paul ſays/'was' * ready to vaniſh uwiy ?*: Heb. vii. laſt 

Chriſtians © are not- beme io mount Sinai,” bur they are 

* tome to Sion, where there is a better evendan a0 

ed on better promiſes. 

11, They maintain, dari — Wcbwo⸗ 

nat of works, of grace, and of daty. As to the cbvenatit 
of duty, — no ſuck covenant is mentioned in the bobk of God: 

it is aclergy-covenant. Beſides, how abſurd is this do&rine | 

Can any covenant be both a covenaiit of works and of grace; 

when Paul tells us, „ if it be of grace, then it is no more of 

Works; err grace is n ä dec P. Rom. 

Xi. 5. *. . 

mahl, They err In aſſerting. Mat een e Coteus 
ux to fwear to adhere to human ſyſtems as ſtandards; whereas 
they cannot produce either precept or ee from the n 
teriprure for fuck an opinion. 

Beſides the above groſs and dangerous errors adopted by che 
—— —— body, chere are ſeveral others — 0 che 
tery of Perch in their libel againſt me. 

- 998; , They —— juſtißcation to eternal life deter the 
chick ching in the Bint-covenane'6# law of NMoſes“ This is 
an + hereſy, everſive of the ſcripture; which aſſures us, chat 
chere were cvimes from which we could eee 
** the law of Moſes, Acts xhi, 390. Now, if it could not 
Nify us from all nh, it could never juſtify us to eternal life 
Grace and truth tame by Jeſus Chriſt, and by him alone we 
ure © juſtified from all things.“ een the Old- teſtament be- 
Bevers were only juſtified to eternal life, by believing,” not in 
tte covenant ratified in ** the blood of bulls and goats,“ 
in the covenanit to de confirmed iu the Mood of Chriſt; 
that covenant of promiſe, & The ſeed of the woman ſhall 
» bruiſe the head bf che ferpent .. 
> "'odly; That the 'meral law is binding on Cliritians; e 

Sinai covenant f. The import of this doctrine i,. that we are 

bound to keep the ſeventh-duy ſudbatli, and to honour our 

es with à view to the inheritance f the earthly Candan. 

Fins the borm of only treo File eee een Geo B+ | 


- The — the urine nde Rer. Mr 
"Boſton, who, in his ſermon, entitled, The everlefling x | 
Mhrmg—*T —— Iſrael into a viſible church · ſtate by = 


Sinai coyenant ; but that covenant di * Hrgel was put a- 
2 way. 1 (in the text) he promiſes to 1 25 5 1 the 
F new Se che goſpel covenant-frot Zion, Kc. p. ul 
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—— e eee eee 
viü. g.) 1 will make a: new eavenant, nat according 10 
4 cavenant . that I made wich their fatchers in the day that £ 
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34. They acevſe me for aMiriing,thas God, a8. Gee | 


gave the moral law 19: Adam, by writing it on his heart“; 
conſequently their opinion is, that God did not gine the moral 


lam as Creator; or in other words, Adam knew nothing of 


_ the moral law till he knew Cbhriſi the Mediator. bh ft 


miſtake, contrary to plain ſcripture, Gen. i. 29. 

4#hily, They ahem, That the Sinai covenant mas not d- 
ed on temporal rewards and puniſhments + This error 17 
clearly cunfuted by the whole law of Moſes, partienlarl 
Lev. Avi. rng n Thoſe ſurely — yrs 


and curſes ; and thoſe are expreſely ſaid to-have been 3 


ſanctions to “ the laws, ſtatutes, and judgments, 


Lord made between him and the children of Ibzel in mount . 


4% Sinai, by the hand of 'Maſes,” ver. 44. 
4 5 They maintain, That unleſs a perſon be in Chriſt, 


ed. by his grace, he cannot ſwear a national covenant}, 


This gives God the lie; who tells us, that old Iſrael ſwore his 


covenant, and yet they were © rebellious in heart, unſted faſt 


and perfidious in his covenant ;”. fo that he . fwore in hs 


$6, — that they ſhould never enter into his reſt. It alſo 
contradicts all human hiſtory ; which informs us, chat in the 
laſt centuries men of che worſt characters ſwore our national 
e 

 6thly, Th Nabe That the childgen; of Iſrael had a right 
10 the land of Canaan, although they had never obſerved one 
article pf the Sinai covenant |. Here “ they err, nat know⸗ 
ing the ſcriptures; which aſſure us, that becauſe tiey broke 


the cbmnant of God, therefore he made them all fall in the 


wilderneſs, fave Caleb and Joſhua, e # jollomwed: ade hid 
an., Heb. iv. 16-—19. 1 1/1 

— — beet and tendeney of chen ge- 
eral plan of preaching is moſt dan 


by Gad's couenant from all people, & c. and to look on others as 
the car nal generut ion, ſectarians, latitudinarians, &c. ſuch 8 4 
ing muſt naturally beget pride. ſelf · conceit, party ſpirit, in- 
nature, and a falſe ſecurity. And as human teſtimonies, ca- 
venants, acts of parliaments and of allemblics, are 3 on 


1 . 
-, cir 


gerous, —tending to inſpire 
che bearers with bad ſentiments. As they are taught to conſi- 
der themſelves as witneſſes for Chrift,-.an 2 people ſeparated 
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their conſciences ; ſuch opinions muſt inſpire ſlavery and blind 
obedience to men; and conſequently muſt debauch the con- 


ſeience from its allegiance to the King of Zion. I ſpeak from 


experience. Such were the baneful effects of their doctrines 
and principles upon my own heart. But bleſſed be God, who 
opened mine eyes to ſee my Bible amidſt all the above rubbiſh 
and trumpery, and who has not ſuffered me to preach the a+ 
dove opinions, even when I believed them, or at leaſt had not 
ſeen their inconſiſtency with the goſpel of Chriſt, - May 1 be 
no more 5 exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers; 
but may I count all things loſs and dung, that I may gain Chriſt, 
— through faith and patience, of the ſcriptures I may 
© have ope.“ han 1 Allr r King ne 0 53 
I proceed, 3d/y, to offer my objections againſt their diſci- 
pline and government. They have always been famous for ex- 
communication; yet ſeldom have they directed their anache- 
mas by the divine rule. Their ſhafts: have been —_—_— hu- 
mour and prejudice, on account of mere differences of opi- 
nion, chiefly about human things —Beſides, they exclude by 
rules which Chriſt never appointed. Inſtead of applying to 
the Bible, whereall the laws and rules of "Chriſt's houſe are, they 
_ always appeal to the acts of parliaments; general afſemblies, &c. 


Theſe are conſidered as laws of Chriſt's authorifing,” and ac- 


cordingly they are executed in his name, and by his authority; 
as if Chriſt had been {o unfaithful in his houſe, that he _ 
government and laws to be coined and ſtamped by the autho+ 
rity of human legiſlators and fallible cguncils, -- If any of cheſe 
Acts are enacted in the word of God, they are ſufficiently au- 
 Horiſed already, and Chriſtians feel themſelves bound to obey : 


f any of them relate to the decency and order to be obſerved 


in the churches; we may chuſe as many of them for pruden- 
tial meaſures as we judge proper. But to confider them av 
binding the conſciences of Chriſtians becauſe of the authority 
of parliaments and counells, is to maintain all the principles of 
the man of fin.” Chriſt has left no authority to fallibie 
men to make any law, rule, or doctrine in his church; there is 
only an authority in every church to obey, or to put in exe- 
cution, the laws which Chriſt has made, and publiſhed in the 
records of his kingdom.— Again, they maintain, That che re- 
formation between the years 1638 and 1650 was complete: yet 
they have added to the laws then made at feaſt ſeveral hundreds 
of acts of -parliament-and aflembly made ſince the revolution: 
beſides I know not how many Scceffion-ats. Now, how was 

the ſeeond reformation · period complete, while it wanted ſuoh 
a number of laws, neceſſary for the government of the * 
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yet undetermined . This crime is generally laid infithe ba- 
lance againſt the purſe of the delinquent. If the purſe hap-- 
pens to be weighty, the offence diminiſhes in proportion, and 
ordinarily vaniſhes into ** the ſmall duſt in the balance. In 
this caſe, the offender is diſmiſſed with a recommendation not 
to do the like for the future, . unleſs he ſoes it tobe his duty.“ 
But if the purſe! be light, the crime cafily preponderates; 


and the delinquent muſt be cenſured accordingly, either with 


a ſevere rebuke, or, in caſe of obſtinacy, with excluſion from 
the peculiar privileges of the church. Theſe inſtances of 
iality have frequently given me the maſt ſenſible pain ;* yet 


I would. not have mentioned them, had they not been too no- 
reer oo hot hits KD iro wot wy 


1 go on, 4thly, to examine their terms of communion; than 
which nothing can be more unſcriptural and abſurd. —Chriſtian 
communion is to be enjoyed on the terms of Chriſt's inſtitution. 
Now, it is certain, that theſe terms are revealed in the word of 
Chriſt, and that nothing is ſtated nor allowed there as a term 
of communion, but a -** profeſſed ſubjection to the goſpel of 
« Chriſt,” in faith and practice. But it is very evident, that 
Seceders reject theſe terms as inſufficient, and avowedly admit 
none but ſuch as agree with all the horrid principles and groſs 
errors and hereſies above ſpecified, —Particularly, I/, All the 
members of their communion muſt believe, that it is ſinful to 
hear the goſpel from any perſon but à Seceder. 2dly, They 
the faith of a Chriſtian in human traditions, or 
in a human teſtimony, grounded upon the traditions of the fa- 
thers.  3dly, They muſt alſo believe in human covenants, and 


their religious obligation ;—a term of communion unknown in 


Chriſtianity, as the whole Chriſtian ſyſtem was finiſhed near 170 
years ago, while this term of communion is not yet 206 yeats of 
age. Athly, It is required of them, that they believe it ta be tlieir 
duty, to extirpate Epiſcopacy and all ſe&aries by all. civil pains; 
or to endeavour to induce tlie civil magiſtrate to bring them to 
condign puniſhment, according to the tenor and ſpirit of the 
acts paſſed by the privy council, parliament, and general aſ · 
ſembly, in the covenanting periods. thy, They muſt believe, 
that our Britiſh civil conſtitution is unlawful, becauſe it is 


One of their clergy, however, determined its atrocity in the fol · 
lowing manner. Reprimanding ſome of his hearers from the pulpit. 
for hearing, in bis abſence, the eſtabliſhed clergyman of the 1h, 

he was pleaſed to beſtow upon their crime the odious epithet oh, adu/- 
tery. Yea, ſays he, it is worſe than if you had defiled your neigh- . 


- bour's bed; fince this would only have been but temporal adultery, 
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y Bike laws framed in che laſt century 18 gde 
| the Seceders, ure ſtill bindivg on all 4 e lands. 
| 5 58 who differ from them in opinion, of whatever cha- 
\ rafter and denbmination, are excluded from their communioh. 
” "The above are terms agreed on by both of the Secer- 
Lg But the Antiburg e added ſome materials to this 
Babel Funding. ff, 1 members muſt not only believe 
l ne Burgers, Wit Chfft took "4 che keys of the Eißg- 
„ dom Uf heaven“ from the generalcafſernbly,” and gave them 
to the Seceders; but 200 muſt believe alſo, chat he took them 
from the Aﬀociate Synod, and entruſted them with the twelve 
migilſters, "who, 2 the banner of a Proteſt; left that court 
fitting in .Briſtow meeting-houſe, and, by the direction of a 
beam of Night from heaven, erected "themſelves into 2 new 
court in Mr Gw's houſe. 2dly, They mult believe, that it i 1s 
_ finful to ſwear the burgeſs-oath ; and that it is duty to dellyer 
over to Satan, all who ſee not that oath to be ſinful, althou 
chey ſhould never fear it. 3dly, They exclude all who will 
not ſwear 3 bond, or at leaſt all who do not ſee it wartatited 
in ED f God, aud are not ready to fwear it at firſt o 
0 | Such as only '© lie open to light,” are admitted 


Niue of above ant fo much 2s mentioned tie 
word of God, and conſequently are finful. The communion 
of Chriſt is che communion. of the body of Chriſt, who ate 
all partakerz of the one bread, and admitted to | that get 
on terms affigned by the Head of the body. 2 
pA — uch terms of religious e as exclude a 
"the: of Chriſt, ha cannot receive that privilege on 
ſinful don, they undoubtedly make a ſchiſm inthe body, 
and cut thethſelves off from the body, as they have no more 
commumion vnn the whole body o Chriſt, than a withered 
arm Wich cannot admit! nouriſhment om any other member 
of che Hatural Dody. It is evident, then, that the Seceders 
are gullty of ſchiſm ; andacrordingly ever ſince they excluded 
all other Chriſtians From their communion, like an arm cut 
off, they have gradually loſt the vigour and ſpirit of Chriſtia- 
'nity, and have fallen into deray and corruption, I know ſome 
among them ftifl retain ſome faint ideas of Chriſtian liberty, 
and excuſe- themſelves for joining in their communion on fin- 
ful terms; by alleging that they do not agree with theſe, terms, 
Var:diſavow hem in Self hearts This is the groſſeſt hypo- 
eriſy, believing one thing and profefli ng the contrary. By 
ining in the communion NE 2 07 we ſay that we ac 3 


in Gl terms of communion, and n the moſt 10 
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bat oath, 3 
Jeſus never, 
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ever ſaw the one of fg ell 
dat, ar what all der 


t u 1 | 
This, may al che age Bf fiktech, or a little above fr; ate un 

"induced by wottdly motives, te [wear 10 8 teliglon | 

'. Whichi'they have never erimided. And if aftegwards any of 
mem, by Tearthing the NY es fot that they have fworh 
0 1 FER ea Veet th "are det "from farther 
Lis Aber: . Told, chat “ they have opened 
d thew 1 10 * ord, and they tatinvt go back, or 
* Aae dacht IE 0 er o as if A Cath could bind 1 us to 
ere pinion! T feel for the young men, Know. 
| EY erin 158 eaſily unthinking MIS may be mil⸗ 
| * the "Lord: deliver 22 from the Favre of the 

er of” Urls peo My faule them" to r _ "This 
"or a little ; byt there people a laſt a0 , Je The fire will 

* 0 der man's: 8 and the 3s Affured tis,” that 
by dis wort we all be jnüged A Aae ut ey * "Then he 
will atk ts teachers, whether we “ tau it A ching whatſo- 
* ever he commanded, and „ adylcd 1 bt ic bas word? B Bux 
here Mall we Bud in chat word, any rormmand to fear hu. 
man- rt ” Covenants; 'Kartdards, and veſtimonies; Jud to 
make this the bond of Union atnofig Fey diſciples ? Can we 
Fay in chat day, Lord, thou compunded thine àpoſtles to lay 
2 hk burden vn thy chitir es,” and to bitid them together by 
4 tHis Sand ?“ Far leſy tatt we find: any excuſt for "impoſing 
falſe ouths, ſſuce God has affured us, that !“ Kis curſe ſhall en. 

rc ter inte the houſe of him that fweareth Kalſely by his name.“ 
If we have preached our own: covenants,” more than God's; 
and org d A belitE in Gr af and dect, wHK' Feder 
warmth chan che belief of the divine "reffitiony z © en, if we 
have joined ur own things, with” the things of ; how 
Thall we abide the day yt his tpming ?. May we never rteath his 
Urtle ones; „to break th&Kaſt of his commandments, nor 
80 add to hi words; leſt he reprove us, ani n be an in us 
Mis covenant abides for ever. Upon this foot may ye and out 
| Heavers Nati, that fo © When he ſhall appear, we tay have 
* confidence, and not be afhamed before Him at his coming 
as 5. 84059 The perſonal injuries I have received from both 

ti e 1255070 me ſufficient reaſons for dec eir 
re uſage I got among the Antiburghers, bas al- 
= 9270 delineated it large; and 1 hall now proceed to re- 
ent the conduct of the x APN ghers towards me, in order that 
ba y ſopatation from thent may be farther vindicated. [And as 
A Full diſplay” of their procedure would be very little — 

NE: public, I thall'only'give the 'Hllowipg Tir 
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have raiſed in me 


1 * 


of Perth, &c. in my. cauſe lately before them; but before 
one. 


could. publiſh it, a narrative of their conduct, vritten by 
of their number, and connived at, if not affiſted hy the reſt 


” » - . 1100 war >: 
made its appearance in print, I have waited long to ſte if the. 


Preſbytery would openly. ayow; what they haye. privately ſent 
into the publie ; but I hays waited. in vain, , 1 Mall. Therefore 
proceed to correct their narratiye here it is amiſs, and ſupply 
it where it is wanting. This appears neceffary to, me, as ha 
man can form any proper judgment of the caſe from the ac 
count already publiſnd.f 
The Narrative begins and ends with à terrible buſtle ahont 
the Eſay on natianal covenanting, clamouring againſt me, for 
adopting: the ſentiments of that eſſay, and refuting my prin- 
ciples with a great deal of labour. But as it has produced no- 
thing new, but has only affered the old threadbare arguments 
which have been anſwered long ago again and again; I ſhall 
take no further notice of them. What I have publiſhed., is 
truth: and neither the condemnation of the Eſſay, b afolemn. 
ſentence of Preſbytery ; nor the arguments gf es Arrative, 
| the leaſt alarm for its ſafety. What the Nars. 
rative ſays on that head, is ſummed up in the libel; wheps. 
the reader will find my anſwers at large, and let every man 
De Yelp gat vrods baroiiog w 
But the Narrative chiefly labques, in giving an account of = 
the procedure of the Preſbytery in leading a proof on the firſt 
article of libel, in which I am charged with aflertjng, .< that 
* the body of Chriſt was not made of the ſubſtance of the Vir- 
© gin,” Here I ſhall make the following remarks, 3 
The Narrative fairly acknowledges, that I was attacked by 
the Preſbytery on the pripgiples of the Eſſay on national / cone. 
nanting, before they once mentioned the charge of the firſt | 
article; but it entirely miſrepreſents the manner in which that. 
charge was introduced. It inſinuates, that the Preſbytery had 


never been informed of my teaching the aboye tenet, till their 


meeting March 10. 1767 ; and that they then were inform. 
ed, that I had taught it of, late, Tet the libel itſelf lays, that je. 
was taught near two years before that time; and it can be 
proved, chat the Preſbytery heard af it in a few weeks after 
the ſermon libelled was preached, But as they knew well, hat 
the perſons o circulated. the rumour, were prejudiced a- 
gainſt me, . they, entirely diſregarded it; nor would it have e- 
ver been mentioned had the Efſay flep,, The Eflay, however, 
appeared; I am ſuppoſed to be the author, and ſq muſt be 

ͤ—— . 1 Of bc; 4 ae 

oiled TR _ cathiered, 
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caſhfered Prenchiagz pra een Phew, Wi- 
Hugs, and priuted n o Ac the 
Hereſy of that Eſfay, aud to prinifivits avthos. Bet d talled'; | 
so ſtrong i the tr. Many of the people, having ſtiſt fome 
Chriftianity and eommon Tens left hes * guat grief of 
the clergy, would not be bullied into the beflef e error by che 
Bfiry, nor join in the ue and ery raiſed aguinſt ity 
author. Herter aroſe the political rereMty of reviving the a- 
hove ſtory of hereſy. The dexgy wilcly forefaw, that ie would 
not aufer the ends of -edificatian;,”” if they wade oy 
demnation ure non th the Eſſay: and yet they had 
an to draw ſtrait, they remembered, aur 
an year and an half ago, ſome of their people about Anker” 
muchty had ſpread the above ffauder. TU wAll do the buft- 
ffs, We will drefs hit up in the fle of a en Manickee 
and cher bæwi, Hereſy ' Not ofly our own people, bur all 

will hare Him, ik we can get thery & believe ous aifor- 

tons Thus, we hall ut our reverige up, that heveric, / 
who will not pronoun Shibboleth & A 9g dorgy-cu> 
— ——Or wet whar if NE thr: off the Maniehee- Km, and: 
appear in his native orthodoxy ? We wilt poſſibly find ſome: 
who will fwear Ritt into that error; and we will in the mean 
ene talk, and preach, and 8 and 8 | 
to be believed among the people. D although he hand 
openly and explieſtly diſavow that ber = we will. — 
it upon him, r we meet Eno derer v TN e 
does himfelf. 

Upon thefe principles, che Fre ded, When I 
was aſked, if F eee or if I believed ? I told 
| 2 thar 1 n bur chat I wwverly abr red 
As they” full urged the point, I toe che Bible, the con- 
* of faith hr ae catechiſms, and'read my opinion from chefs 
we; and declared that this was my wfeighned fertiment-: 
No, fays the Preſhytery; chat is not your opinion.” Well, 
then: Lays l, you mult prove trat it is not. I have given you: 
my belief on tliat Read, in che moſt clear and explick terms; 
terms of your own chung; and if you will not rake ny word 
for my belief, I ſee no method left whereby I can ſarighy your 
Dut alt would not do: ſtill ir muſt form a part of the. del; 
but how juſtly, I leave mankind to judge. According to this 
plan, I can eaſily maintain, that the ] do not believe 
one word of the Bible; becanſe chow thoy ſay chat they 
believe the whole, by their own-rule, I muſt aver, that they 


Said a father * Ete we leave him, Wen lan fo blacks 
4, that 10 party mall receive him,” . 


« ſeriprutes,” I ſuppoſe me Preſbyrery would nos chuſy ud 
meoting practi Ertry artinda to if entapgle me in m 
* As various queries were put, I gave anſwers ſuch a 
nee extcmporary way. In the mean time, the clerk. 
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ideas quite diſtinck from what 
L intended: and not pnly ſo, but they had anſwers marked 
ö which I never gave, and queries which were never aſked —» 
Yet theſe fame fo many articles of libel. This was ſuch con · 
duct as was never practiſed in any Proteſtant country: the an- 
pals of the inquiſition can ſcarce uce a mare glaring ins 
: ſtance of tyranny. They excuſe themſelves indeed, by telling 
me, that, as it was a judicial converſation, I might have © eaſily” 
. learned, that they were to mark what might be ſaid . 
True, I might have learned as much of the Preſbytery's diſ+ 
; poſition; by that time; but, as I erred on the charitable ſide, , 
B could ſcarce imagine chat they would have been guilty of ſuch 
* iniquity, either in a judicial or extrajudicial converſation. 
\ They tell me next, that the queries © were not premeditated.“ 
But will this excuſe wickedneſs, that it was not premeditated ?. - 
Again, they. allege, that It was not the Preſbytery, „but a 
« certain brother” who did the whole. But is not the refet: 
as ill at the thigf ? Did not the Preſbytary acquieſce in what 
he did? Lea, this is falſe, ſince they were read next day aa 
à part of the minutes, and as a deed of the Preſbytery, as their 
re 1h 00 20 #49 & 1 54548 
Page 25. of che Narrative exhibits a cluſter of lies. It is 
Woes e inſiſted that the libeller ſhould prove that firſt: 
article ; whereas it is clear from my anſwers (p. 19;), that I 
demand no fuch thing. Again, it is alleged, that  F did not 
«fo much as pretend to offer any objeftion againſt ene or 
, other of the witneſſes. This is falſe. When ſome of 
them were going to be examined, I told che Preſbytery, thas! 
they knew as well as I, the diſpoſition of thoſe witneſſes towards 
have been more explicit oh that head; bu the fact is; fha 
Preſpytary knew all my obiections as well as I dig. They ken, 
0 n | =; thy p. 5. 6, 8 5 
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«ily depoſe 


W they h 


of my bearers were ever called to witneſa againſt me: 
33 rt tne" Of | : 


the witneſſes was about 60 years of age, and ſo could not 


be ſuppoſed to remember a ſermon, ſo as to depoſe th it at 
ſuch a diſtance of time; and that another, worn out with the 
fatigues of che tavern through the week, generally ſleeps them 


off on Sabbath, and ſo might. be well ſuppoſed to Have mi 
me. They knew, too, that the 2d, zd, and 4th witneſſes had 


diſplayed the greateſt prejudice againſt me at my ſetilement in 
Abernethy; that after they heard the ſermon libelled, chey 
induſtriouſly citculated the clamour of h 


ereſy, but never once 


ſpoke to myſelf. on that head; which was certainly acting an 


unchriſtian part. Again, twelvemonths after that, they came 
to Abernethy, and joined with me in communion; yea, ſome 


of them ſerved under me in the character of elders on that oc - 


eaſion . Now, L appeal to all mankind, if it can be credited, 
that thoſe men really believed one word they have ſworn. 
Could men ſo zealous for truth have joined in communion 


with a man, whom they really believed to be an heretic ?— 


Theſe things, well known to the Preſbytery, entirely &:{quali- 
fied them from being witneſſes againſt me, and muſt unque- 
ſtionably diſcredit. their teſtimony. I therefore deſired the 
Preſbytery not to take their. depoſitions at all: but nothing 
would prevail.— Again, the Narrative aſſerts, that I never of- 
fered any exculpatory proof. This is obviouſly falſe. I aſked 
liberty again and again in words, to bring in ſuch proof; yea, 
it is clear from my anſwers, recorded page 49, of the Narra- 
tive, that I demanded it in writ. It is amazing, then, how 
this author can give himſelf the lie, and publiſh his own con- 


demnation ! I was roundly told by the moderator, that no ſuch 


proof could be allowed; as, ſays the Narrative, “ a negative 
cannot be proved in a cafe. of this kind: he might have 
added, in a caſe of no kind. But this was a weak argument. 
What I would have offered to prove, was not a negative, but 
that I, at the time hbelled, maintained the reyerſe of the doc- 
trine libelled; or that I then affirmed, that the body of 
«Chriſt is the ſeed of the woman, the feed. of Abraham, 
made of a part of the virgin; and fo bone of our bone, and 
6 fleſh: of our fleſh.” This is my real ſentiment upon tho 


head of our Saviour's conception. 


It appears to me very hard, that a man ſhould be cut off for 
an error, whereaf he declares his abhorrence; and, I ſuppoſe, 
the Preſbyrery has the honour of being the firſt inventors of 
The number of my elders' was inſufficient for the ſervice ; for 


which reaſon ſome of the Auchtermuchty elders were employed. Non 
this 
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this vale; 3 diſavowed. deere uf g eng 
of ſin. It would de ridiculous in a ſurgeon; to cut off à li! 


becauſe it was once affected with a gangrene, while he pro- 
nounces it in the mean time whole and ſound; Suppoting 1 


had once eſpouſed the error libelled, (although it never was 
che caſe); yet, as I openly avowed the truth before the Preſby 


tery, nothing could be more contrary to all ules human and 
divine, than do deal we me, as if] I e perſevered. 
in error. 

The Uaümemden minds; is abſolurely Fae; and plain! 
calculated — ah 22 narrator is ware, . 11 
proof is dearly contradictory, fince the firſt witneſs conttadicts 
the teſtimony of the other three witneſſts on: the ſermon, Ts 
put a gloſs upon this, he pretends, or would hate che world 
believe, that the firſt witneſs heard nie at à time different from 
the reſt; whereas it can be eafily proved, that all the witneſſes 
heard me at the fame time, and that dich depoſitions refer to 
the fame ſermon. This is perfectiy well knotvn to all the wir- 
neſſes, and to many others; yea, to at leaſt forne” of the 
members of Preſbytery theinſclves How deteſtable, then, is 
the above inſinuation i How feable 3 cauſe, hich needs wen | 
a ſuppert! 

'The rade of tie: FI witgels renders it wredible; chat 8 
his depoſition is neareſt the truth; 85 a it contradicts the 
remaining three, this renders the fro *contradiftory,- and 
conſequently- weak. Beſides, the Wree laſt contradict each 
other, in ſeveral very material circtimiſtances. The one af- 
Grras, that I-ſaid, that our Saviour's body was nouriſhed ini 
the womb as other children are; but according to the other, 
I afſerced, that he was nouriſhed there, as a child is on the | 
breaſt : twe opinions, whith could be in no mind at the ſame 
time, The laft evidently 'coiitradics itſelf, For if L ſaid, that 
che body of Chriſt was 5 the manner repreſented in the 
firſt part of the depgfition; bow could: I ſay, that "this is 2 
myſtery; and will retain a myſtery? If I called it a-myſtery; 
hen I certainly: comſillered it as dark to me: what I clearly 
&now, is no myſtery co me. True, I did call the incarnation 
of Chriſt a myſtery, and I call it ſo ſtill. The terms ef arty 


invented by divinei, to unravel that myſterious proceſs of di- 
vine agency,” only betrays: human pride, and a defire to de wiſe 


is written, Thus nothing appears | in theſe"gaths 

| | and incanfiſtencies. | of nav, ST 
But, upon a more narrow inſpection of theſe depoſitions, it 
vill be found, that none of them will hear faith. According 


3 every oath mult be clearly allrinanve 


D 2 _, or 


* 


3 | | f 28 - BY. 
& e it claims no faith. Clauſes of except 
o as FI remember right,, &c. entirely invalidate the — | 
zut es of che oaths under examination contain ſuch clauſes 
df exception, and none of them art clearly affirmative.— A- 
„ none of the deponents afficm, that I uttered the wordy 
Nebel; how can I then be charged with them? They ſay 
indeed, that I uttered words to that purpoſe: but let them tell 
what theſe words were, and others will judge. whether they 
were to that purpoſe er not. And although I had ſpoke thoſe 
words, de ug6 Ar thay I gave my. own opinion in them, 
put the opinion, of others, This was the real caſe, and I am 
that the por men had not ſo much judgment as to know 
this. I impute their miſtake to their want of judgment, as] 
would fondly avoid. aſctibing it to their wickedneſs, © 1 
The gth witgels. depoſes to a private converſatian, which 
he has groſsly miſrepreſented, as can be atteſted by a perſon of 
ategrity who was preſent. I pity the poor man, and wiſh 
repentance. and the remiſfion of ſins; leſt, be be found 
guilty, when he ſtands before the. tribunal of unerring deciſions. 
The two laſt « Aten refer to 2 private converſation {aid 
to. be held in E Theſe were ſuſtained for a proof, al- 
though neither of them charge me with aſſerting any thing 
| The witneſſas could 3. be induged to ſwear a lic, 
even when it was forged by the Preſbytery,—Nothing could be 
more odious than the manner of introducing that branch of 
Baan rice of. libel, upon which they depoſe. The Preſ- 
ytery deũred mt to wait à little, after their mecting was diſſol- 
a as they 7 to ſpeak with. me in private. Truſting to 
their Adele, Ls remained, not ſuſpecting but the converfation 
was to be friendly and private, as they fad. However, that I 
. not eſcape, three men, not members of Preſbytery, are 
within doors, that they might witneſs againſt me, if the 
Precbytery could extort an words from me, which could poſ- 
Abi be explained in a bad denſe. Accordingly, when the bbel 
five months after, the firſt article charges me with 
cting error in that converſation. This greatly furpriſed 
me, as none of the members of Preſbytery had ever ſo much 
as, hinted to me their offence on that. bead. What the Pref: 
bytery have aſſerted on that article, is tha groſſeſt falſehood.— 
am abſolutely certain I ſaid no ſuch How wicked was 
it to endeavour to make a man his own accuſer ! But * God 
. takes the wiſe in their own craftigeſt. and *, brings 19 


1 ught the Feu of Abithophel,”. 
he next falſehood apears in page 32. There it i is aſterted, 
Thar when: the Prebyery at a F 
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: carried ove? Was this © at an improp ſeaſon ?” | 


an extract of the depoſitions o 


Prefbyre 


% 


5 F 4 
ching further to add, as anſwers to the libe}, St. I unfwer⸗ 
1, ed in the negative.“ This is falſe. I replied: to the abows 
queſtion, that as to the firſt article, 1 had read my münd on 


that head be fore the Preſbytery long ago from the confeſ- 


„ ſion of faith and catechifms, where my opinion on that 


5 point is moſt clearly expreſſed to which opinion I Kill ad- 


« here, and, I hope, eyer, will. As to the reſt of che articles, 
« have nothing 19, add to the anſwers already given. That 
theſe ere my words, can be proved by wirnetles ; and not 
only ſo, but the minute of that Preſbytery, an extracted copy 
of which I have by me, materially acknowledges the truth of 
what 4 have ſaid, | * . 7 # | N | Nene 1 23 
Page 33. alleges, that ** even before the Preſbytery came to 
*« pais any ſentence at all againſt, or for me, I rudely forced 
«myſelf in, contrary to all deceticy and order, and at an im- 
proper ſeaſon offered a, proteſt. Hard words indeed 
How could I rude fares myſelf in, when I was not out? I fat, 
the whole time of the deliberations on the queſtion, on the ſame 
bench with my judges, not a yard Uiſtant from the clerk, and 
ſo could not get in Without force, Again, the Preſbytery had 
ſuſtained the firſt article proved, the relevancy of which had 
been formerly ſuſtained. Was not this a decd againſt me? 


was 771 this deed I proteſted, and appealed to the = 7 
after 1 


* 


had aſked the moderator, Whether the vote had not 


The ſameiſpirit breathes in page 34. Says it, * I never ap- 
5 plied for any extract of 3 nor offered one xra- 
« {on to ſupport it,” This is evidently falſe: I actually got 
an extract; and how could I have got it unaſked I aſked it 
in the concluſion of the proteſt itſelf, as page 33. of the Nar- 
rative declares. Satan generally betrays himſelf where · ever he 
3s.—Yea, I aſked it the ſame 175 three ſeveral times, as alſo 
| t the witneſſeß; but both were 

refuſed. They told me, they would take no notic: of my a 
peal, but "I proceed as if no ſuch appeal had been | 
Accordingly I got ne extract, till therſecond day of the meeting 

of Synod; to which I appealed, when I only received an e 
bo anded, 


tract of my proteſt, but none of the depoſitions as dem 


Hence it is eafy to ſee how I could not give in reaſons of ap- 
al in form, as it behoved them to be founded on the depoiz- 
ons of the witneſſes, a copy of which, I was denied, This in- 
formality then was the necetlry reſult of the jnjuſtice of the 
TT: . on gt Reo at vn 
. above detail, ai ealy 10 te, iy 1 2 1 
in th in prapex for a Dledng on che Jentence of 
nn 
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bpleffing on a ſentence 
abſolutely irregular and groundleſs A ſentence palled after an 
appeal made to the Synod, and in itſelf the früit of malice and 
rage? Would the Pretbytery have had nie to mock God 
Well may che Narrative Tay; chat the Preſbytery feared leſt che 
Intimation of ſuch 4 ſentence in my mecting-houſe «© would 
4% have been attended with a profanation of the Sabbach,“ 
Knce the ſentence itſelf was profane. I wiſh they had been 25 
much afraid of profaning the name of God, by aſſuming his 
authority to do evil, or to Ip nnjuſt ſiitertees in his namic ! 
As the Narrative began, t ends, Page 35. aflerts, © The 
% Synod met at Edröburgh (Auguſt 25.) where he ( 1 
* brought in a complaint Agaimſt che reſbytery, cont 
all form, ard on that ground was by the Synod laid ande, 
&c.— The complaint mentioned was unanimouſly tranſmitted 
to the Synod by che committer, and not one member of —— 
agen to its irregularity” but one. As 4 proof of this, 
on the table till next meeting, Where it ſtill Ks; 
; — could not poſſibly be the cafe, Had it been laid aſide, as 
the Narrative ſays. The truth is, the Synod could not enter 
on the cauſe at that meeting, as all the members of Preſbytery, 
the moderater excepted, were fled, and had carried their mi- 
nutes along with them + as both parties were not preſent, the 
Synod could not judge; althon gh, to do them JOE, they 
all ſeemed to cont the Preſbyte 
The Narrative ſays (p. 36.) 808. Mesut were WA er bd 
* recovery but to no . »I wiſh theſe terms were ex- 
plained Ho could 1 be recovered from an etror into which 
T never Fell And if by t means be meant privare means, 
none ſuch were ever uſed. - No comtgittee was 7205 inted 
to converſe with me; although, a dong time after the e 
ence was paſſed, I was told, e ik would defire a committee, 
it would be grarted. * This 1 could not do, as this would have 


 _Faid that I had ſome recantation to make, xhile 1 had none. 


Beſides, if they reckoned me in an error; it was their buſinefs 
*⁰ uſe means to reclaim me, as is uſual in al courts of that kind. 
The above ſentence of ſuſpenſion was intimated to me at 
Dundee, October 1765); upon which E againft it, 
and appealed to the $4460. At Perth, December faid year), 
the Preſhytery agreed to ſuſtain the remaining articles of libel, 
ſeparately from the firſt; relevant to infer cenſure. This bes 
* r to me by the moderator, I alſo proteſted againft 
18 aled to the 2 70 For both the appeals, I gave 

mrery in due time "WY 


. 


From 


e was convinced in his conftience was 


„ 


E | 
From the Preſbytery the whole affair went to the Synod, by: 
the way of appeal. There the whole proceſs was read, with. 
my proteſts, and reaſons of appeal, from three different 
branches of the procedure of the hem wt 8 The whole, 
however, was rejected, upon a pretended informality in the 
appeal; and I. in conſequence, was remitted- hack to the 

Preſbytery. Hereupon, I told the, Synod, chat I could pot ae. 

quieſce in their preſent deciſion, for the following reaſon: I 

cannot in conſcience ſubmit myſelf any longer to the judgment 

of the Preſbytery of Perth, &c. as I have brought in very 
heavy charges againſt them in my#reaſops. of appeal, which 
this Synod ſeem diſpoſed to take no notice of. # am, ready. 
ſtill to lay before you far more grievous charges againſt them, 
if 1 be allowed an extract of their anſwers. to- my reaſons. of 
appeal, which have been juſt now read. From theſe I offer 
to inſtrudt, That the Preſbytery are men guilty of the groſſeſt 
diſſimulation, and that in that paper they have aſſerted the 
moſt notorious falſehoods. This being the caſe, I cannot, 
conſiſtently either with Chriſtianity or common ſenſe, ſubmit 
my cauſe to the decifion of ſuch men, until I ſhall be con- 
vinced that my preſent opinion of them is groutidleſs.—Thig 

repreſentation had no effect, but flill I muſt return to be jud · 

ged by the Pręſpyt er. ee bart 
I once offered a proteſt againſt the above deciſion; but, at 

the deſire of the Synod, I took it back, in order that I might 

ponder the matter more deliberately. Accordingly, when I 

returned from Glaſgow, after the moſt ſericus coptideration, 

I found myſelf poſſeſſed of the ſame opinion, with regard ut 
the Preſbytery, as repreſented above, and conſequently could 
not reaſonably ſubmit to them as a Preſbytery. I alſp ſaw 
reaſon to blame the. Synod, not only for the reaſons above. 
mentioned, but becauſe they alleged that my appeals were in- 
formal, and made this the only ground of their deciſion. 1 
do not chuſe to diſpute upon forms not appointed in the trord 
of God; but this I am ſure of, that I can vindicate my ap- 

als from the authenticated formulas. of the church of Scots 

d, which admits of an appeal from any deed or ſentencg of 
an inferior court, whereby the pannel judges himſelf leſed: 
which appeal ſtops all further procedure in that affair, till ue 
ſuperior court gives its judgment, But even allowing that 
there was an, e in the appeal, I look on it as very 
hard for a man to have his whole caufe rejected merely on that 
account, and to have his character left under a blot among tha 
people he is in communion with, without any probable hope 
of redreſs, This may obtain in civil courts, where à man 72 | 
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only be hurt in his worldly intereſts. But furs Jeſus never 
aſted ſuch ® part; nor has he given any injuhction to other 
to make the religious character of his ſubjects depend upbn ſo 
flender a thread, as that of à mere form 
4 — could be more artful and unjuſt than the conduct of 
the Synod in this afnir. In judging concerning the laſt pro- 
teſt and appeal, they rejected it, on the pretence, chat it wag 
not made immediately. after the deed appealed from was done,” 
Upan this I defired them to read the minute of Prefbytery re- 
| Intive to that matter, which would ſhow whether their judg- 
ment was properly foundsd. On reading the minutes, it ap- 
ey that the Preſbytery alleged, that ſaid deed was done 
before. Then I deßred them to ſhew when and where it was 
done. This the Preſbytery could not do, as no account of 
any ſuch deed is to be found in their minutes, previous to that 
meeting, when the proteſt was taken. Thus my appeal was 
perfectly in form, according to the records of the Preſbytery, 
to which I referred for my vindication, How abſurd then was 
the charge of informality Although the Preſbytery ſaid ſo, 
yet their own minute gave them the lie. Vea, I can eaſily 
prove, that ſome members of Preſbytery declared their fa- 
tisfaction with that appeal, becauſe: it was made from a deed 
immediately done, How wicked then was it to inſert a known 
falſehood into their minutes, and to make one part of them 
contradict the other? > OE = n 08? 
After the Synod had rejected the whole cauſe, I was told, 
that, if I faw-proper, I might bring in a libel againſt the Preſ- 
. bytery, on the various articles of charge laid againſt them in 
my reaſons of appeal. This was obvioufly a mere ſhift, I 
offered to libel the Preſbytery for the moſt ſcandalous iniqui- 
ties, on condition that the'Synod would grant me a copy of 
the Preſbytery's anſwers to my yeaſons of appeal: but this was 
abſolutely denied me.—I- might indeed have framed a libel 
without the above paper: but as many of its articles would 
have required witneſſes for proof, and theſe could not have 
been obtained but at great expence, as probably they muſt hava - 
gone to Glaſgow; and, perhaps, after all, at ſuch a diſtance 
of time, they might have forgot ſeveral of the facts libelled; 
I reckoned it vain to make any attempt of this kind. More: 
over, although I bad brought the deareſt evidence, it is pro- 
bable it would have been rejected, as the judges were obviouſly 
biaſſed in favour of the 'Preſbytery, This appears evidently 
from the above narration,” If they had deſired to detect che 
injuſtice of the Preſbytery, would they not haye granted me 4 
copy of that paper, upon Which I offered three ſeveral times 
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God ſent forth his Son, made of a'waman ;" when there 
8 happened to be hearing him ſundry people, from different 
"corners of the country, and particular! ſeverals from Auch- 
termuchty; ſome of whom were notour and avowed oppoſers 
of our miniſter's being ſettled amongſt us, unleſs there were 
ſuch limits and boundaries fixed and ſettled upon, as would in 
effect render us no meeting almoſt worth voticing. Our mi- 
niſter, in diſcourſing from ſaid text, made mention of two o- 
| injons, relative to the incarnation of our bleſſed Lord, as is 
Biel va. by the firſt witneſs led ft bim; when, as at all 
times formerly, ſo particularly then, he eſtabliſhed and con- 
firmed the doctrine of Chriſt's human body, to be the ſeed of 
ide woman, the ſeed of Abraham, the Meſſias promiſed to 
che fathers, conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary, by 
' the miraculous agency of the Holy Ghoſt; and cxhorted us, 
notwithſtanding Chriſt's being made of a woman, not to en- 
. tertain apy opinion which might infer. that our S8aviour's body 
"was udholy, as be was that holy thipg barn. of a woman, yet 
ſeparatel}, from finniers. However, there were ſome of the 
_ -Hearers:-0n that Sahbath-day, who, thinking one of the ſaid 
opinions to be very new; and, as it would ſeem, remem- 
bering that only, cauſed inform certain of the miniſters of the 
Preſbytery, in order to accuſe our miniſter of errùr; but to 
no purpoſe, as it was not credited by them, that he gave the 
| flame at his own opinion. Yet, by d , the ſtory took air, 
and the Antibarghers blazed it abroad,” chat our miniſter was 
"erroneous. And, as it was really falſe, ſo his Rev, brethren 
took not the leaſt notice thereof, but affiſted him, ät two dif- 
ferent times, in difpenifing amongſt us the ſacrament of the 
"Lord's ſupper ; at the firſt of which occaſions, which was in 
July 1766, the now libeller Peter Speedy joined with us, who, 
 _ "fogether with ſome jn his neighbourhood, inquired of us 
- "anepr the forefald point of dodtrine, "which made ſuch a noiſe 
\ aniong me Antiburghers: and being afſured by us of the 
1 of the clamour, they declared they would not 
"hereafter give the leaſt credit to that ſtory, Ar the ſecond of 
heit ſolemn occafions, which was in autumn thereafter, an 
elder from Auchtermuchty joined with us in that holy ordi- 
. -*panee; and alſo affiſted our elders in the ſervice of the tables, 
an evidence of hig being facisGed fully as to our miniſter's 
orthodoxy ; but no ſooner was our wmiiniſter ſuſpected of being 
"nvthor. of the effay on national coy 7, than he d 
Bis bitter enemy, and is one of the witneſſes led againſt him; 
and, as would ſeem, remembered nothing of the ſermon quar- 


Further, 
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„beg — For not 1c 
iekeing i in > he — ſentence of thePreſþ againſt oa 
S. ſince, at the meeting of Pre 25 r -_ 
ES ever the libel appeared, many of 
opinion on the incar of on out, from the ſacred 
records, and in the preciſe words of: the confeſſion of faith 
und catechifms, both larger and 1 which he declared to 
be his ſentimepts on that point ; - in our humble opinion, 
we gladly hoped, would have ęffectually put an entire ſtop to 
proceſs in chat affair. os it had. not the juſt and 


9 and as it is. e our: miniſter ſhould 


have objected againſt the wit ſſes, yet we have no reaſon to 
complain of him thereaneiit; as he had perſonal acquaintance 


count of the diſtance ofthe time, in regard the ſo 
very fondly received the libel againſt him, and ſo readily ſuſ- 
rained themſclygs judges therein, Whereas, we humbly think, 
their province was td havg rejected that article, both by reaſon 
of the length of time, and our miniſter having declared his 
orthodoxy on that ſubject formerly in their hearing, and, as 
we think, ro their ſatisfaction too, 2s it was in their own. preciſe 
words...” He, our miniſter, alſo demanded of the Preſbytery, 
the liberty of. 20 exculpatory proof, which was refuſed him; 
upon which we think it was vain for him to object againſt any 
ct their proceedipgs in which, he was concerned. In ſhort, 
all of us can declare, that our miniſter preaches the very re- 
verſe of the doctrine libelled, and Never in our hearing advan- 


ced any ſuch points of doctrine as he is accuſed of. We judge 
it therefore only juſtice done his character, to declare before 


this Rev. court, that it gives us ſincere grief and pain to un- 
derſtand, chat he is 1 for advancing and maintaining an 
error, Which, we are very ſure, he abhors and deyeſts; and 
that ſuch violent attempts ſhould be made to deprive us of his 
labours, which haye been faithful and conſtant, and we hope 
not vaſucceſsful amongſt us. We ape: very far from pretend- 
ing do Aictate to this Rev. court, having only with truth and 
ſimplicity nted the reafons why we cannot 9 in 
the — the Preſh and d therefore earneſſly beg 
humbly bope, chat the . Synod;yyauld take the above | 
their {crious:con6deration, and be pleaſed 10 reverſe the © 
— ſuſpeniſion aguinſt our mitiſter, which, has done ſo 
much hurt co Ihe intereſt of fal religion and godlineſs in the 


Place and cyuptry-fide, 0) gi 30938" $42.5 108 pales. 


VSAO | 2 WOE 24 | That) | 


almoſt with none, at Jeaſt'®yery few of them; and there'sno 
diſcovering the heart, but by the words and actions Neither 
can we blame him for not qbiecting againſt e on ac- 


nature to the Preſbytery,' I began to examine more narrowly 
Die Seceding publications, chat I might {ke whether or nor they 


t 361 


— Lordininy tireft you in this; ene other adkir 
er 1 c prayer of : 
45 1 Your bumble 


5 1d e f 0 ent 8 
bers iis mout” n 2 Abernethy, phil 275 7763. 
"The eongregation being met; and having choſen a 
tlie above petition and repreſentation was by them conceived 
aud agreed upot, after reading the ſame and they appointed 
ie ta be preſented" t6 ne Rev. Synod, by chelr commiſſioner 
n Dron: and chat he thowld infif, with all carneſtyeſs 
dan, "the ſh ſhould be read and conſidered by them. 
C3 73. Wn +. uus 14e N 
A. Mall 2 no re Londembng the conduct of the Synod. 
Their procedure can'be vindicated upon the maxims of worl 
wiſdom. Ihe Lord commended che unjuſt ſteward, becau 
<6. he had done wiſely,” according to the 2 
I was wiſer for the Synod to make to themſelves friends 
of the Preſbytery, chan of one man, although it ſhould be 
by che Judgment of unrighteouſbeſs. Beſides, Irevere ſeveral 
characters io the Synod; and wag”? = theſe very characters 
I ſaw very eonhſiderable blunders, 1 to paſs chem over in 
Menee,” Wah great ſatisfaction 1 —— heard ſome of chem 


preach the purity of the goſpel ; and 1 fincerely wiſh that Thad 


THF? 


not ſeen any part of their conduct ſo inconſiſtent wick their 


doctrine. But where we have any 1 N 
Auge ier we all, the wiſeſt of us, err. 

Aer I rerorned from Glaſyow, Lean u forlous vonſane of 
the whole affair. Examining the character of the Preſbytory, 
as I had deſtribed it before the'Bynod; Ius mbre and more 
convinced that 1 had done it no more but juſtice. In this 
view, it is eaſy do Tee, that I could not ſtand connected any 
longer with men, of whom 1 kad conceved ſuch um yafavour- 
able 6pinion. As the Synod, too, ſeemed nowiſe diſpoſed to 


| redreſs” my grievances, I judged it 'yain,' yea irrational, to 


purſue the matter any further. But before I gave in a decli- 


were really Liane for the truth: of the goſpel, according to 
| thei protenfions. this'I had formerly doubred;: but now 
I faw- it evident, 'that"theirprecenfions were entirdy groundleſs, 


To me fe | ths cleir d ciples were 
not the eples ef the oracle f GO,“ This determined 
tao dees e de de party, finde t-jutlged them: u neither 


© according. to * According 
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Actordingly L gave: in to |; Preſbytery, a paper decla 


| tendanice on a pretended court, here every new ap} 


bytery 


eue the whole plot.“ 


[nl 


reaſous of der linatune in brief; which reaſons are exhibired: 


more at large in the preceding pages. 


2 Nor have 1 myſelf bean blamelels. I ought to have | * [ 


| the Burgher prindgles more frifly, before ] joined hem. IE 


I had done ſo, I might have eaſily ſeen the inconſiſtency, of 
adhering to a teftimiony; wherein we find falſehoods; 2 f 


ing any practice a duty, which we neither dd ovnlelves, nor 
vill allow others to do; and of ſquabbling about a moral duty. 


which may not be duty once in o, 700, yea, in 700 years, or 


ſecution, in indulging too favourable opinions of the Preſby- 
tery. This threw me off my guard, and kept me from uſing: 
the precantions nereſſary for eſcaping the ſnares, . | 
they lay in wait to deceive me. Moreover, L ought to have 
left chem, ſa ſoon as I ſaw that our opinions were ſo different; 
and not have waſted ſo much time and money in a fruitleſs at» 


pearance 

gave the raembers: only a freſi opportunity of bringing guile 
an their -own heads, KA of reviling and abuſing me in the 
Nee manner, while I had no acceſs to make my 
erence . 5 

l am not, however, to blame, as the Narrative alleges, in 
iving a diſingenuous anſwer to the query concerning the 
ding obligation of the covenants, put to me at my admiffion 
into that Before eee dh _ the then 
moderator: of Prefbytery, chat I not bow to that query, 
unleſs the ſenſe of it be this; S0 far as the matter of theſe co- 
venants 'was moral, it is binding on all poſterity. To this 


— 


he replied, (Many of us take up that queſtion in the ſame 


I ſhall only xelate one iuſtance of many, which might be addu- 
ted in proof of what 1 have aſſerted.—l attended a meeting of Pref. 
at Kinroſs, in February 1767, where the affair was called in, 
and examined. In the courſe of reaſoning, or rather of ſpeaking a- 
_ teaſon, ſome members took becafion to attack me, with all the 
virulence which an envenomed heart could ſuggeſt, One in particular. 


. 


h..“ 


— 


none chat fear thee, ever be aſhamed for my 


t * 1 


SITE Well; my I, remember, Lean mie it tv us other 
ſenſe; and if any of your brethren have any other view: of it, 


zou may let them know. No objections were then made, ſo: 


us 1 . The reader may now judge whether there be 
3 tr <be-tbrrible charge of r r 


beinſt me on that head. eb bi 
It would be endleſs to role "the Wütend dnn of 
majetreatment I have received from the thoſe two 


years paſt. In public and private, they have inceſſant ef · 
forws to detroy ome weak man man, who has / no help of man at 
<a” folemn lies both to God and man; —— 
in their own flocks and mine; hy every low, not 


why wicked, method, have they ſtudied to render me an ob- 


jeſt of abhorrence o mankind. But I know in whom I 


© have believed. Phat aun which ſupports the univerſe, is 


cortalaly able to ſupport me. Here, through grace, will I rely, 
290 let mine enemies ſpend their rage in van. Thou, O 
Lord, art a refuge to all chat put their truſt in thee! Let 
fake, O let the 
w malice of the wicked end Bleſs tem who perſecute me, 
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Wbt L ber abs s incerely intended Fes exai-of 
Seoilers. : My well- meant efforts, for the edification ot the 
people of that perſuaſion, have expoſed me to the reſentment 


of their clergy, whoſe honour and intereſt lay in the ſcale op- 


poſtee to truth. The people, too, ever toq much in ſubjection 


to clerical influence, have conſidered me as their enemy. But, 


my brethren, let me tell you your miſtake. J have been ana- 
ee for * ſake again and again ; nd I am Yeady to 
de anathematized, or to be reckoned, by you accurſed from 
« Chriſt” again till, if. this could to your edification ;. if 
ir would tend to perſuade you, that you worſhip God ip vain, 
chile you believe for doctrine the commandments of men; 


andthat the remnant of the woman's feed are ſuch as keep 


„the commands of God, and hold the teſtimony of Jeſus 

„% Chriſt;“ and not thoſe who are -xceegin 7. for 

ce « the traditions of their fathers.” * This has en the aim of 
writings and preachings Ainbng ou; this ſhall be the ſcope 
my prayers. for you, 5 I am baniſhed from ws Fo 
ty. 1 will. r repay. love. atred: curſe Mis ff 

bleſs; chrough grace * brethren, farewell 

von vi hear me.or not, he death-bed will 


* 4 34:!  v 
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4 | K. 39 25 
cjudice, which' now-furrounds you; r 
1 can only ſtand —— Gat Tang ee 
wiſh, that this truth may not be believed tao late! 
Perhaps you imagine; chat however I may be poprcened fog 
welfare, yet 3 for the happineſs of your paſtors = 
nat ſo warm. Hut in this you are alſa miſtaken; To fee ' 
them teaching the things which become ſaund doctrina, and 
conducting you in che path of truth, would affard me 1 
moſt fincere Would they heanoney: ——— 7 


caſt out, and proſocuted with ſo Deere 
ee eee 


\"Brothron in the Min | ? | 
The paſtoral pate is of e ardut 
ous, and intereſting. It i the care of fouls, redeemed: by the 
1 blood of Chriſt, and deſtined for the eternal world. 

heſe are committed to our truſt, chat we may feed, help, afe 
ſiſt, and direct them in the paths of righteouſneſa. The great - 
Shepherd and Biſhop of their fouls ſtands at the door, and il 
call us to an accouit : and hleſſed is that ſervant, who thall 
found watching when his Lord comes . 
Was religion a chimera; was death che end of exiſtente, ang 
no judgment to come ;+—then v might frame and ſupport fuck 
a ſyſtem of religion, as would beſt ſubſer te que igtereſt aud = 
_ npgrandizement in this world. But the Lord comes, and ths 
dend of ſouls: will be required at che hands of chs faithleſs 
_ 'watchmen. Since we look for ſuch things, haw-diligept ſhould 
ve be to fulfil our miniſtry, ar een 
Inoking for the coming of the day of the Lord | 
Now, if we really believe Bin ge maſt dad beforn the judge 
Suns of Chriſt, we 
life, to do the things which hedays. © What ſays he te us? 
* Feed the church of God, teaching them to gbſepye, all things 
\4/whatſoeves: I have commanded you. You ſhall. not add 
4 thereto, noviceaſe to declare the whole connſel of God.? 
This is the food of ſouls: they are to be nouriſhed up in the 
Vords of faith and good doctrime. But, my brethren, do you 
not too, too often mitigle- your ſermons with doctrines which - 
Chriſt never tanghe ? Ave not human covenants, mens teſti- 
monies, the acts and deeds of fallible fathers, and things. re- 
ceived by tradition from the. elders, the frequent thema af 
your diſtourſe ? Da pou not teach the people to giye a diving 
fick to cheſe Do you never wreſt the ſeriptures, ta 
eſtublim theſe tencts ? Did you really believe cheſe things yonr- 


| * ok 2 you may Wt to ** 5 


wil certainly make it the buſineſs * 2 
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Yuired tlicſe 
mons inter] with the mot 
differ from you in opinion i ten to fill — . 
wich the Fpieit of tmatevoletnce ? wo * Jour 
breathe the fume uncharitable fpirit? The art pu 9 
| bonrending $i the devil, durſt not bring/2 railing/ aecufasion 

againſt kum before the Lord. And - fballii we wortns: uſe 4 
freedom wich our Maker, which was refuſed: to archangels ? 
nen they are not permitted to rail againſt Satan before God, 
ſhall we preſume to accuſs ou fellow · Chriſtians before him 
lo ſuch aſſemblies mine honour be thou not united !—Is this 
the ſincere milk of the word, whereby Chriſtians ate te grow 
tit faith; love; arid Holineſs ? God forbid, that we ſnould make 
any thing known among our: people, but Jefus: Chriſt; and him 
erucificd 1 Shall we cken ourſelves, or the neceſhty of: cove- 
nants and bands of our framing, in order to knit the body of 
Chriſt together? No: the body: of Chriſt is kult together 
4 in love; and its bands d „which hade the 
ſtrength of God. % With boting-kindneſs, . ſa „er « have 
I drawn you.“ If we preaeb. ar thing © te, how hall we 
abide the day of his coming ? | Tz 

Our faſting too will be rec ized a 5 Did vou 
Feſt ut all te me)) fulch che Dia ibu bot En fr 
firife and debate, and ro ſmite vnd cha fiſt 0 wickedneſs? 
Were you as careful to fer theiy-own ſius before your people, 
md to — over them g as you Were enger tao 
the iniquities of others:? Did your: faſting, | ke charity, 
begin at home ? Rather, did you not maguify the guils of g- 
ters, and exaggerate their failings, while you ſoothed your 
kearers, with the-flartering! rifles of the Lens remnant; wir 
2 Sc.? : Minding the mote in Jour brother's 
t the beam in your on, and deluded your peo- 
as ** 2 101 ſecurity, white, 7 heedlefs of che ii own fima; they 
were conſtantly talking over the defections of the aca * this 
the faſt that I have choſen? a 7 $:24O4 0 

Nor call your courts, brethren, be exccined Kr 2 an: | 
How have you demeaned yonrieives there ? Have you ade 
as under the eye of the Supreme Judge? What 3 | 
Four hot contentions, vain janglings, angry diſputes about 
doubtful matters, your anathemas fo: liberally'thrown at one 
another abont burgeſs-oaths, acts of parllament, and things 
Which have no eonnection with godlineſa ! Were you never 
afraid to gratify your own humours, amd paſs your ſetirences | 
n ous ? F 
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ene eee ug n $ 
things at your hands? Again, are nqt. your ſer | 
iam rr ſlection u all 


| hs 4 hes ſanQify meaſures which he never 
ſeech you remember that awful word, Lane: ſhall fay unto 


| ol aha 
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he has given you. authority to mage ne laws, acts; 


4 -and teſtimonies, binding the eonfoicaces of his — 8 


ou neuer (executed your:own laws, under the pretence hf di- 


vine authority; and have nos imereſt, honours and chen 
ſonal pique, directed your mea ſurcs in dealiig ide 


with 
of Gon, or the fabrartBoiof 


3 mart: vhantthe>glory 
$? Wü che farred name of - Jeſus) 3 to 


«© me in that day, Lord, Lord, we propheſied in thy name, 


Kc.“ to whom he will iy, 1 Depart from me, ye workers 


c of iniquity. ” 

And are you really certain, that your terms of communitie.. 
will ſtand the teſt at the har of Jeſus ? The divine word is the 
rule whereby we are to be judged at the laſt day. Are your 
peculiar terms preſcłibe idfthatiwort ; Dr rather, are they 
not merely of human device? Conſider and fee. Is it a light 


matter to exclude from the table of the Lord, all who bear not 
our image, or cannot put on our party- peculiarities, and give 
a divine faith to human hiſtories? Will che Judge of all the 


ny 8 dy theſe rules, and debar from the kingdom of 
| all who walk not &@rding | to your dictates? NO? 
Tremble, then, to curſe } in the . of Jeſus, thoſe 


J —85 
| 3 he has blefled. 


would beſeech you, too. i bring, your, Went and temper 


under review. Have yourhet'zealouſly affected your hearers, 


but not well ? Can you juſtify che clan „ given to 
your fellow-l 5 


they deſer ve 


m cirgl& of the Seceſſion, the boundary of 
the Spirit of Bod"; N Jebus in fincerity but 
he who pulſathes your taff and joins you in railin 


gainſt your fellow Chriſtis What e Maſter al 


come, and find beating your fellow-feryants, inſtead of 
performing with a 


conſequence. , The Lord will cut that ſervant off from his 


„family, and appoint him a portion with hypocrites.” Con- 
ider, chen, what you do. Thadpirit which breathes in your 


preaching and conduct, will live in your hearers, when you 


are gone to your long home.“ Would you be ſo cruel,, 

then, as to deſire that they too odd be found employed at 

the ant welk, . the Maſter comes? Wil! not this * 75 
EF 8 


e 


* in the puniftry you certain 
he harth Cs, — you Lave © layithly beſtow-- - 


| uity the uk affigned yougand provoking _ 
| your, brethren to love, and aq good. grorks? I tremble at the 
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